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From:  Chair, Political Science Department 
 
Subj: POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPT PROMOTION AND TENURE COMMITTEE 
 

1. Purpose:  To establish procedures to guide promotion and tenure 
recommendations. 

 
2. Background:  Based on earlier practices for P&T recommendations the following 

guidelines promote consistency and high standards. 
 

3. Action: 
 

a. The Faculty Promotion and Tenure Committee comprises all full-time 
department professionals senior to the candidate 

b. The Department Chair invites eligible faculty members to compile a 
promotion package documenting the candidate’s accomplishments in 
teaching, research and service. 

c. At a time determined by the Chair, the Faculty Committee convenes to 
evaluate the candidate’s qualifications for promotion to a higher academic 
rank. 

d. The Committee’s proceedings are confidential, with the Chair or senior 
faculty member designated by the Chair, acting as a singular spokesman 
for the Committee.  Any unauthorized private discussion between a 
member of the Faculty Committee and a candidate or non-member of the 
Committee constitutes a breach of professional ethics. 

e. Under the condition of anonymity, the Chair may decide to maintain a 
written record of the Committee’s proceedings to facilitate the 
presentation of a case to the Yardwide Promotion and Tenure Committee. 

f. Nomination for promotion is determined by a secret ballot vote.  
Departmental endorsement for nomination requires a simply majority of 
50% plus one vote.  In the case of a  tied vote, the candidate may request 
the Department to forward the nomination to the yardwide P&T 
committee. 

g. Only members of the Faculty Committee who attended all scheduled 
Committee meetings are eligible to vote. 

h. In consultation with the members of the Faculty Committee, the Chair or 
senior faculty designated by the Chair is responsible for drafting a written 
endorsement of nomination (or its rejection) and submitting the 
nomination package to the Yardwide P&T Committee. 
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